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*BNR-Body Not Recovered 

The POW/MIA and KIA/BNR classifications are how the cases were 
carried at the end of U.S. involvement in Indochina. 
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ISSUE: Remains Iden+:if ied as Americans 
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TOTALS: **SRV 220 
**LAOS 28 

PRC 2 

***250 - Identified as Americans 



*Two individual identifications were rescinded after subsequent review. 
**SRV and Laos totals are one off from above data given that the SRV 
repatriated one set of remains where loss incident occurred over Laos. 
♦♦♦Additional remains have been returned: some identified as Southeast 
Asian and others not yet identified. 
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ISSUE: Official U.S. Government Live-Sighting Position 
FACTS: 

-Since the fall of Saigon in 1975, the U.S. has received over 
10,926 reports related to the POW/MIA issue, most of them from 
Indochinese refugees. 

-Of the total reported, 1,249 are firsthand live-sighting 
reports. 

-Some 90% of these reports have been resolved. 

-Approximately 66% of these have been resolved through 
correlation with Americans who were in Indochina but 
have since returned to the U.S. 

-Another 24% have been determined to be fabrications. 

-However, some 129 or approximately 10% of the reports are 
unresolved and under continuing investigation in an attempt to 
confirm the information. Of these 129 reports, 69 pertain 
to individuals sighted in a captive environment and 60 pertain 
to j.ndividuals sighted in a non-captive environment. 

-All reports pertaining to the POW/MIA issue are thoroughly 
investigated on a priority basis. 



Official U.S. Government Live-Sighting Position Statement 

Given the above circumstances, it would be irresponsible to rule 
out the possibility that live Americans are still being held. 
Thus, the U.S. Government's position is: 

"Although we have thus far been unable to prove that Americans 
are still detained against their will, the information available 
to us precludes ruling out that possibility. Actions to investigate 
live-sighting reports receive and will continue to receive necessary 
priority and resources based on the assumption that at least some 
Americans are still held captive. Should any report prove true, we 
will take appropriate action to ensure the return of those involved." 
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SUBJECT: POW/MIA 

ISSUE: Principal Source of POW/MIA Information 

-At the present time, the principal source of pOW/MIA information 
available to the U.S. Government is Indochinese refugees. The 
continued absence of political stability in the Southeast Asian 
region has resulted in an unabating flow of refugees from one or 
more of the three countries of primary concern; Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia, Interviews have been conducted with numerous refugees 
by both government and private individuals. Reported sightings of 
Americans by these sources continue to reach Defense Intelligence 
Agency (DIA) from any number of different sources. 

-Since the fall of Saigon in 1975, DIA has acquired 10,926 reports 
pertaining to Americans in Southeast Asia. These reports are 
categorized as follows: 



Crashsite/Gravesi te/Dog Tag 6,710 

Firsthand Live Sighting 1,249 

Hearsay 1,957 

Reeducation Camp Info/Other 1 , 010 

TOTAL 10,926 



-A misinformation program has been associated wj.th recent re- 
porting on missing Americans. Those reports all pertain to the 
alleged recovery of remains and identifying data (i.e., dog tags). 

-DIA has received 4,238 "dog tag" reports pertaining to 3,087 
individuals . 

—Of those named, 89% returned alive. 
— Remains have been recovered and identified on 7% of 
those named. 

— Only 4% of the individuals named are unaccounted for. 

-The U.S. Government position is to accept information on the 
POW/MIA issue from any and all sources. All repprts pertaining 
to the POW/MIA issue are thoroughly investigated. 
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SUBJECT: POW/MIA 

ISSUE: U.S. Servicemen Unaccounted For By State (Total-2, 291 ) 
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